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PEEL DEVIATION 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR MARSHALL (Dawesville) [12.52 pm]:  The new Government has used the Dawesville deviation as an 
excuse to back away from its pre-election promise to fast-track the Peel deviation.   

Ms MacTiernan:  We did exactly what we said we would do. 

Mr MARSHALL:  The Government said that if money had not been spent on the Dawesville deviation, the Peel 
deviation could have been built.  That is rubbish.  The Dawesville deviation was designed in 1994 and put on the 
list for forward works in 1996.  It was planned to be finished in 2001.  The Peel deviation will cost $155 million, 
but the 4.3-kilometre Dawesville deviation has cost only $10.3 million.  At no time was the Dawesville deviation 
considered an alternative to the Peel deviation.  This fast-talking Government is trying to confuse the issue. 

The four-lane Dawesville deviation is now completed, and Main Roads project manager John Szeliga can be 
praised for the finished product.  The deviation has already increased traffic efficiency and service and safety for 
motorists and reduced congestion on Old Coast Road.  The deviation has two turning pockets for vehicles with 
caravans or boats and two underpasses for cyclists and pedestrians.  The environment’s grass, trees and natural 
bush were preserved during construction with a scrub-rolling machine, and special granulated bitumen was used 
to ensure traffic noise does not exceed 63 decibels.  Buffer screens were also built to offset visual and noise 
pollution for roadside residents.  Twenty crashes and one fatality on the Old Coast Road were reported in the last 
five years.  Despite what the Labor Party says, the Dawesville deviation has been planned for a long time and its 
completion is timely; however, the Peel deviation remains the top priority in my electorate. 
 


